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F..achyear, J am amazoo a! the many accomplishments of 01" stu-
dents, teachers and support staff Our school disllicl is brimming with
achievcmCl1ts. From students rccch ing the highcstlcvcl ofacadcmic
recogniti'>J1to championship sports teams. our students and schools
arc continually recognized as olltst!UHling.'[his high sl1 (If expe<.1a-
tions that we all hold for om 44 sc!Jo"ls is producing r('Sulls

A thriving school district b at the he'dft0 four peniru;ula communi-
ties. lllcse results would not be possible without a strong conunu-
nity-\\ide Qlmmitmcnt to otTering our studa1ls a'lualit)' education.
As I "bit our communities, it is dc.v tllat the Sd1001sare the central
hub of activity. AHhc peninsula's largest employ IT . KPBSD is one
of the region's main economic engines and embraces ow role of
gI'I>\vingthe nQ<tgeneration ofleaders. It is clem' that KPBSD is the
heart of the peninsula

We hope that you will enjoy lhis retrospective of the past year.llJe
fonnat of this report is nev\ for us: please let us know what you think
by going to the oommunieations seetion o four wcooite where you
will see a link to provide rcedback. Thank you for all that you ckJto
support our students.

~ fSl.,.J-
Dr. Steve Atwatcr, Superintcndent
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I.nsl year. as Rway 10fil('l1s()(" impnwement efforts. the dis-
trict St'l Uu.,~ ..."a(. We recogllll,ed the n<"Cdto more seamk'Ssl\
int~ralc techllology into (IUIi"s;ruclion rr",'ide bettel means
1<11staff eollaboralioll and ilh;rease our d"Jidencies through the

u..e of qualit} proC"'Sl'S I am ple3.Sl'dtbat I\'e took signiticant
strides tl)ll ard meetinl' C3ch (flhe", goat!

WHh more than 6,000 computet and 25() '\11,"1boards IIOWin
lhe district. it s fair 1,1sa) that our students arc using more tech
noloI') thmugl](1ut the sehl~)1da~ thm1eVel bet;lrc Ihis im-
provement '" "m classroom dlm\s 1t"~lhclSto mclude It \ arict)
of learning media iu thdr k-,;",.n'

In the area (,f colla!;('ratlon 11i"le arc lIun,,\,<'us examples ot
.'ur slh,.\Ols and teachers sh.lring ideas mHI"orkinI' un com-
mon problems. Our smalkst ,,,hools are ntlcu p,,,,ling Ihei..
rc-sourc\:s 1o pUfSW..-a COl1UUVIIal'tlVll) whilc sc\\.'ral of our
middle schools arc workll1g dir"et!\ \I ith the I".al high school
and clem~nlan ~\...hoohto ~'n$UfCa g(\(ht undt~n~1andingof the
K 12 <."OnlinuutHof cUrriculum

Many of our schoob Imd fCilchers embraced llUalil) pruCl'SSCS
iI~IIWil~I\Jnwr..: I;ffi~ic[lll~ wnuuc\ I;>usim.-ss,Tcucher>utili..:"."
qualit) pm('c" in their dasses t" make group dccisions On a
gnmdcr s('ilk the stakeholdcrs of SCI\'mdHighSchoolu:;cd
these pro"esses 10Cleilte their fieI\' mission stat<.~uent

Strategic Goals
Update
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BoardMeeting Schedule
Date

August 17.2010'

September 3, 2010

September B. 20 I0

October J8, 20 J()

November 1,2010

December 6, 2010

January 10. 2011

February 7,2011

March 7, 201 J

April 4, 2011

May 2,201 J

June 6, 2011

June 7, 2011 *

'Board PIa,wing &ssionf

lime

9 a.m.

7pm

7pm

7pm

7pm

7pm

7pm

7 pm

7pm

7pm

7pm

7pm

TBA

Localion

K.:nai Central High School

Borough Assembly Chambers

Homer High School

Borough Assembly Chambers

Borough Assembly Cbambers

Borough Assembly Chambers

Borough Assembly Chambers

Borough Assembly Chambers

Borough Assembly Chambers

Borough Assembly Chambers

Seward High School

Borough Assembly Chambers

TBA

'The KPBSD wiD begin offcriDg tWo ncw ways to incmue public inwlft-
ment in Board oEEducation meetings. Live audio streaming win be available

via rhe disrrict website ar www.kpbsd.k12.ak.w.

Members of rhe public may also submit questions pertaining to rhe board

agenda prior to 5 p.m. on rhe day of rhe scheduled meeting. Questions and
comments may be submitted via <-mail to boardcommenr<i!'kpbsd.kJ2.ak.w.

"The board views this underraking as an opporruni,y to provide a way fur
rhe public to listen in to our meetings, as wen as a mechanism fur fulks to make

their fcdings known regarding specific agenda items.. explains Joe Arncss. Kenai
Peninsula Board of Education President.

Board President
Message

Being in the position of serving the Kenai Peninsula as a member of rhe
Board of Education is a truly amazing opponuniry. To be a part of this

vibrant. professional. dynamic, and successful organization is a wonderful
apcrienec. The role of the Board in this . maclUne.is to see:that the Ie-
sources and personnel arc in plaec to deliver the serviec which the cirizens
of the Kenai Peninsula have come ro expect. In reviewing the operations

and results of rhe past school year, I feel as though we all have something
ro celebrate. The smooth transition of superintendents. the relatively suc-
ecssful condwion of some funding controver1iies with the Boro. and the

receipt of another series of positive resting indicaror1i have all combined '0
make last year a great foundation upon which we hope '0 build a truly
outstanding school system in 2011 and beyond.

-Mr. JoeArness.
KPBSDBoardof Education President



A Startto Life..LongLearning
"1(,,/ Vff.r prioikgtd Ih"t hOlh my child"" gol to go througb a progt"'"

likr Ihis. My sun altr",1rd Nilrislri am1 my daughtrr atlen&d SOldo11M
EkmtnfaTy. WItwrrcu', JurI'lllhrtlJa to J/art "1)'dtlugbtn in pr~{'hooJ

Ihit ymr. Breau" oftl" p...school program my "',ugbtrr if on par wilh
whrr, sh, nUl" 10 b, 10slart in Ib, fall BOlh my kids Iood thtir
pmehool and Ihril"d in it lin otry happy to hMr R,doubl is gming a

progr.nm. 1 hOI,t alrrody spolrm witb parrr/1S ",ho say thry p"'" 10mroU
Ihtir childrrn in I/;' nrw pm,-hool. .

--Chrissi< More;,on, Partnl of Nikislci North Se.. and

Soldolno Elementary Pr~-K StUd"""

,.

According ro Prc-K Now. -If children clll« school unprepared, chey

may never careh up 10 Iheir peers." The KPBSD Pr<-K dJmooms offer
an oppornrniry /Or children 10 Start school with the ,kills Ihar will "" Ih<
stagefor lifdong learningand future academic success.

Approximardy 90 pre",hool childrtn wore <nroll<d during rhe 2009-
20J 0 school year in rhe following neighborhood schools:

Hope
Mountain Vi~
Nikiski North Slar

l'aul Bank. FJementory
Soldolna El<mentary
Tu~nlJnCn3

William H. Seward Elemenlary SeI,ool
A preschool program i, sJared ro opcn al Redouhr Elementa'y for rhe

20]0/2011 school y=.
"Thedisrrictrecognizes the pr~sing need to prepare our youngstcrs for

school and nses part of irs fcderAl funds for eighr prcod,ool program,. Al-
though we have a high Icvel of inrcrest in Ihesc programs. we drc limired
by our funding soure< 10only offer preschool '0 about 10 percent of our

Sfudenrs.' explains Dr. Atwarer. KI'BSD Superintendenr.

"My son Iovtd if. Mn Grangtr wa, awrSOmt a1/l11h, Irids 100'" her. In

la/king with ofh" parmti Ihry 11"" so thanlrful fo "al" th, progt"d1/lth11t.
so that ,h, !rids ,frr pr'l"'rrd fur kinderga11"'. ! ISm hoping that u,hm my
daughur is old tltough Ihal thtl, will b, room for htr to ,tftmd llr"olO
tl,,'" is l1/retldj1ll u'Ilitmg /;.'1J01' n("-"I'y~Ilr. ..

-Liane Glick. Parent ofTustumena I're-KSrudtnt



Integrationof Technology
Throughoutthe Curriculum

II

KPBSD Superintendent, Dr. Sreve Atwater, ranked technology as a top

priority for the 2009-2010 school year. The distria advmced several new
technology initiatives in addition to the 800 plus computers that were
replaced as pan of the disrria's annual technology replacement plan:

o Wuelessaccesspoints wereadded into 38 buildings.
o AlmOSt 1.000 additional laptop and smaDer nethook computers were

added in schools districtwide.
o Over 250 interactivewhite boardswere installedin distria classrooms

this school year.

o Twenty-eight. on-line courses were available for stUdents by highly

qualified teachers.

o Differentiated professional development was provided throughout the

year for all teachers utilizing SMART Board technologies and Google Ap-

plications in their instrUction.
o Discovety Education, a digital video-based learning resowce tbat offi:rs

inregrated simulations. explorations, ebooks and vinual labs, were imple-
mented districtwide..Discovery Education Health. a comprehensive library of health and
prevention content, was added disrrictwide..Discovery Education MediaShare, a powerful web-based content sbar-

ing system <bat allows stUdents and teachets to share user-created ot li-
censed digital content. was also added di.strictwide.

"

J

/
.

[



HighAchieven
Striving for excellence is at rhe hean of our instrUction. We arc proud of our KPBSD stUdents. They conrinue to rise to rhe b'el of our expectations. and that
mntinual push for excellence makes our district stand above both the stare and the narion.

SAT Rrading : SATM.1lh ACT English ACT Math , ACT Reading ACT S,,;encc ACT C'!mpos;,,%
I . (Writing) .

- _.~. - . t +-- l t
l~i~e~Than.rh,'.Sra" o~AlasbA,'wg," 1.1% ~':o I 11.17% !"!o. 1.~)A~. .t' 8~% 102%_

% Higher Than The Narional Av<rage 5% t 1,6% 10% 99% 13.1% . R.4% 10..3%

'SAT DIltIlSoU"c: Col/cg,BoardDisma HighlightsReports'ACT DatilSou",: ACT High SchoolProfik Rtports°APDatilSourc" DiscowryED DatllbltS,

Two landmark studies by University ofTcxas at
Austin researchers concluded that "stUdents who suc-

cessfully participated in one or more AP tests and
murses, significantly outperformed their non-AP pc....

These comparisons were made among peers with similar
levels of academic ability and family emnomic status.
Students who tnok one or more AP tests and courses had

higher college GPAs, earned more credit hours and were
more likely to graduate in four )"ears or fewer." (Hargrove,
Dodd and Randall. 2007. The Universit), ofTcxas at
Austin). At the KPBSD, the total number of students rak-

ing Advanced Placement courses has risen by 153 (33%)
stUdents since 2005.

Number of Students Enrolled in All AP Courses

2010 . I ...

2008

illlilllll!!:.ft'l":-'

~/':::~ ,""'- "~~'246

., 3062009

2006...
2005.

375 500

2007

Future Problem Solvers
li.15UJmcnarecemly comp,'\cd and plJc~d 12fh our of 118 t~am~ In tht~ 2010 [mtrnatlOoal Future Pfobkln Solving Compr(jl1on, The' school LOlTlpet~din

rhe Junior Gfoh.\llss\l~s Alrernate Division The compt,tiuon, held at (he:Univ('r~ity of I,a Cro~ Wi~coJ1sln, hroughr rogclht'r dozt'ns of te.BllS from all o\'t""r

the world. Induding. Au~ualia. unadcl. Hong Kong. Japan. Korea, ~1al<t;'sja.New u.1lanrt1 RU1'sia.Singapore and the Unitt'd Stcttes, Fuwre Problt'1H S(}I\'er~
Infc-rnationill (FPSPI) stimulalC:~aiuc:ll and cr('f'tllv('{hinkin~ skills and C'ncouragts sHldents to dc:'ydop oJ.vision f(H rhe:-fUturt:, (:PSPI f~a[Ur('scurricular anJ
(Q-curricular compC'ritive. as wdl<is lIon'(OIl1pt'tilivr, aui"irics in cre-.HiH problC'm solvinf-. FPSf iO\.olv('sOVN250,000 srudents

-



ent of Students
Activities

Sports

.3 indi,idual$ rook rhe rop.3 SJ'0f~ in ctr~mi,-, :md sculpture om of 1.. I entries from 22 sf..:hool~'statewide

in 1ncarrgories.
.1 !i(hoolsplaLedat s~ate In nUl*'tAoing, R(aJtf's Tht';]tre. Drama1k lmerpretation. Expm-itory Speaking
ond Policy I),'b.,<... 1 H:hool wa.. r~\.()gJliztd for rhl"ir !iport.ill1::.n}.hipIII nraJna n<.~hJIC.md Forensk~.
. 4 .o;lU(knt5were fC4.:ognj1.edas AU Stalc Fir.st Chairs in I\<Hul. 1 studenT W;1STh.Ognizc<13S an AU S';1(" Fin,t ('hair in !\fixcd Choir
.6 5tUd"nts were."invitM to rak~ part in the Alaska Solo & [mcmhle l,,"hv>l(Fe-~tJvJ.1a...(ommand performers.
. 5 stud~nts were sd('((cd for National Honor Chou..S te.uns pl:ncd;at .;(att: in (jjrl~ B£:hrball

Boy B..,kdb..lI. (;,,1, Crq.<' (,""" Bu"
CrtJ'M-Country, hw.ban. Hm'k,,',v, B,w Ncmfk
Ski, (;irh NordJ, Ski Soc ,'r, <;ofr:,111'ha-.:k c:

Held. \olks'o..11 and WreSTling..,I $wdenrs (01tlfh'tt.'X1 and pL" (,d ~mac.'1(Ju&v

fit Stat" In (ro~ (- )Ul1r~van:d Wn ..ding

.,4:l:nurl~nh werl' Alask;1"I()p Fiuii.ht:" IIif'
St.Ut Performer$" Iud OUlSt1nt1tn~ m\ptlitor
inCro~J' ( {)unuy. hH.ithali. If(k~k{;'\'~()t( .
So:>I,h.Hj.ackIXfu'd ,,,d v..I),,!'!>..!,
. :ilswJt.'IH.$ "iC'" .;iW;'.."11t<:'bc-on (~n .J Spl 'ft
h:,}m.. in Cm,»( ()uutf\' I-noll"If) hi ,'kt-y
s."xer. Snlrb..11 1V",lcd),I)

. () Ii: ,Oh v h ','HlgIH:u:d ior rh~:I ~l'Ht~::l<tn
ship m I ,)()thJJl. Sofrb:,11 SW[tlHnll)~ ,r <~k'Oi;
Held ",. ,1...11 nd \\r ding
. '(t.. "f\L wal,. h,_HIJ.IU,cc:df,~' Ihc-,, HI,.,
(;P'\n i()()lhdH Hod, tl'd iI'," h\:I. ,

. r swdo\t!. \\, ~t'(.',tlJ11;:'tQf AU:rdu" 1111f'U

111I "",Ii..U, .",ce' s".",J1 oIn<lV..II, ;b ,11
.1}slwln,\; C' q.m..JPt.I'd- jft),
1\1ah:hf(iafIH:In I )nthaU H(, ~ (X'
S..I,I>"', "ntl V"Uc b.tI.-IKI'BSn ""dm" ' ~k I , "\

t )Uelh< PI i I)J tht'\{, n~ten PI. (C~

tlt(, Ytar anq; [litetHal) ')11ht Y. U In h"uh»;,11
. l!) ~t-uJ(',b ."t'fl ho fi) t(. \It ',.1J.~, fl, h.n!
("JI ,,,d linck, \',
. I t\;.1tn :tmJ ' IIHlhI({uab ft.' i",t- H ~(.o.h

illf.,k & held



Teaching Beyondthe Core

- Eric Engebretsen. Bay Welding Services ":t=J
I,
;

"Last summ.,. we hired two studmtr asgmmJ

h.lpers. On. stutknt had b.m through two
acadnnies. the oth" student haJn~. It only took

a ftW days to ". that th. person that went
through th. acadnnies had a lot more "'i'erimee
working with various tools. materials and

equipmentand alsohad bat" work ahks. » He
went on to sa)! "m- acatkmy "'i'erlene. for that

person paid big dividends. beeaus. after aftW
we.1ts I deddd to hire him fUD time, and ended

up laying off the oth.,. work", "

Ovet 700 students participated in one Ot more of the following Career and Technical Education Courses during 2009-20 I 0:

Accounting Commercial Publishing Architecnual Design Auto Shop-Small Engine Repair
Cabinet Making Certified Nursing Assistant Child Development Commercial Communication
Construction Culinary Arts Desktop Publishing Digital Electronics

Elecrricity/Elecrronics Emergency Trauma Technician Employability Skills Engineering
Foods Home Economics Industrial Drafting Design Industrial Safety

Marketing Medical Terminology Metals Processes Occupational Technology
Project Lead the Way Cousses Welding Woodworking

Students from Homer High School. Kenai Central High School. Nikiski Middle/High School. Nanwalek School, Nikolaevsk School. Seward High
School. Skyview High School. Soldotna High School. Susan B. English School in Sddovia and Pon Graham School took pan in 17 drafting. welding. con-
struction and manufactuting academies. Student> received hands-on expesience from experts in the indusuy.

Building Trades

Computer Applications
Digital Photography
Fashionrrextiles

Keyboarding
Power Mechanics

III

..

7
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Preparing Students 
for Tomorrow

Alden 

Ford

Vitaly

Fefelov

After graduating from Nikiski Jr./Sr. High in
2000, Alden attended Whitman College in
Washington and received a B.A. in Theater. He
moved to NYC in 2004 and started his own
photography business taking headshots, portraits
and wedding photos. In 2005 he began taking
improvisation classes at the Upright Citizens
Brigade Theater, and in 2006 formed his improv
and sketch comedy group, Sidecar, with two fel-
low performers. All three are now regular per-
formers at UCB, and Sidecar has toured all over
the country (including three trips to Kenai) to
perform and teach improv comedy. They also
host and perform in a weekly comedy show in
Brooklyn. In the spring, Alden directed Sidecar's
second TV Pilot, “Illuminati Brothers,” which
will premiere this summer at the 2010 Inde-
pendent TV Festival in Los Angeles and the New
York TV Festival in NYC. Alden continues to
write, act, direct and take pictures, and currently
lives in Brooklyn with his dog, Tashi.

Alan

Logan

Alan graduated from Seward High School in
2008.  In addition to his rigorous academic
coursework, he was actively involved in extracur-
ricular activities.  He participated in wrestling,
soccer and football throughout high school.
Logan received a number of scholarship offers,
but ultimately decided to attend MIT.  “I ap-
plied to MIT out of idle curiosity, and I was ad-
mitted. In the two years since, I have
programmed a robot to use sonar to build maps
or navigate obstacle courses.  I used an electron
microscope to see crystal defects barely a
nanometer across. The coursework is challeng-
ing, but the classes at Seward High, plus a few
AP courses, were certainly adequate prepara-
tion.”  Logan has maintained a 5.0 GPA and is
currently in his second year.    Logan has a major
in Electrical Engineering and Computer Science
with a minor in Materials Science.  He plans to
stay at MIT through the completion of his PhD.
He returns to Seward each year in the summer.
Logan explained that his cultural adjustment to
a metropolis on the east coast was minimal but
does admit, “the lack of a mountain skyline” did
bother him a bit.

Vitaly is a 2010 graduate from Nikolaevsk
School.  He still describes his acceptance and 
accompanying scholarship opportunity to
Georgetown University very humbly.  “Even
now I’m at a loss for words. I had doubts that I
could pull anything like this off. Now that I
have, it seems surreal, almost unbelievable. I
couldn’t have done it without the help and 
encouragement from my parents. Even when I
got nothing the year before they encouraged me
to apply again, and apply I did. Like my dad
said “Worst thing that can happen is that they
say no, but unless you try you’ll never know.” 
Only 10% of transfer students who applied to

Georgetown were accepted.  Vitaly received several
offers from other schools as well.  Vitaly will study
Languages, Foreign Service or International Busi-
ness, and finish with a law degree.   Long-term, he
plans to see and experience the world, and perhaps
later return to the Kenai after his schooling and
some years of work in his area of study. 
“KPBSD has an excellent learning curriculum,

and Nikolaevsk School has helped me excel in
the areas I chose to study. KPBSD and Niko-
laevsk School laid down the foundation for my
learning experience. Everyone has encouraged
me to continue on my education to the post-
graduate level.  I will miss a great many things
about Nikolaevsk School. The serenity of Niko-
laevsk School is an anomaly on the Peninsula:
small school atmosphere, favorable teacher-stu-
dent ratio, and excellent faculty, not like the hec-
tic atmosphere in a large school,” said Vitaly.
Vitaly’s advice for other KPBSD students?

“Everyone thinks there’s a secret to getting in.
There’s no secret; I just applied. Every university
has their own prerequisites for acceptance. I spent
endless hours working into the night, working on
essays, gathering paperwork and making phone
calls at 4 am in the morning. Basically, I was per-
sistent and wasn’t about to give in.”

Will McDermid, Soldotna High School, was recog-
nized as a National Merit Finalist.  Approximately
15,000 students nationally are finalists.  More than
1.5 million students entered the 2010 National
Merit Program by taking the Preliminary SAT/Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test
(PSAT/NMSQT).  The 2010 National Merit Final-
ists, including Will, represent less than one percent
of US high school seniors and are the highest scor-
ing entrants in the country on the qualifying test.
Will McDermid is the son of William and Eliza-
beth McDermid of Soldotna.

Mark Walsworth, Homer High School was recog-
nized as a National Merit Finalist.  Approximately
15,000 students nationally are finalists.  More than
1.5 million students entered the 2010 National
Merit Program by taking the Preliminary SAT/Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test
(PSAT/NMSQT).  The 2010 National Merit Final-
ists, including Will, represent less than one percent
of US high school seniors and are the highest scor-
ing entrants in the country on the qualifying test.
Mark Walsworth is the son of Mark and Naomi
Walsworth of Homer.  

Kaitlyn Cashman, Homer High School, was named a 2010
National Scholar Award recipient in the National Hispanic
Recognition Program (NHRP).  NHRP, established in
1983, is a College Board program that provides national
recognition of the exceptional academic achievements of
Hispanic high school seniors and identifies them for post-
secondary institutions.  This year, the National Hispanic
Recognition Program recognized 5,000 students selected
from a pool of over 20,000 individuals.  The award is based
upon the student’s PSAT/NMQST/PAA test score, ethnic-
ity and cumulative grade point average of 3.5 or above.



Centralto the Community
Community Collaboration

Muhiple organizations worked together on a project at Sttrlmg Elementary.
The)"",) chapter of Safari Glib Internarional funded rbe purchase of a set of

archery equipmenr for the school. The Alaska Deparrment of Fi,,), and Game
helped pay for shipping and provided training for the teachers and communiry
volum«..s in rhe National Archery in the Schools Program. Chrisrine Ermold,

Srerling Elemenrary Principal, worked wirh local AmeriCorps volunteers to offer
a lAdi., Archery Group.

A RAVEN AmeriCorps voillfir«r developed a summer archery program rhar
was based upon Sterling Elementary's PE archery program. The summer
program allows for a broader range of ages to participate.

KPBSD school facilities are at the heart of each community and often
the central hub of activity. Seward High School, for example, is uti-
lized for dozens of different events ranging from small birthday parties
to community wide art and theatrical productions. A wide variety of
groups, businesses and individuals utilize SHS:.AlaskaNationalGuard.Alaska Native Education Project.Alaska Ocean RIm Festival.AMSEA.Chugachmuit Native Group.Community Connectedness & Volunteer Fair.Harlem Ambassadors.Holland AmericalPrincess Quises.Houston Middle School.Karatefor Youth.Kenai PeninsulaCollege.Nordic Ski Group.Providence Medical Center.PfSA

.QS2

. Resurrection Bay Baptist Church

. Sand Lake Elementary.Seward Arts Council.Seward Chamber of Commerce.Seward Community Band & Choir.Seward Community Schools.Seward Parks and Recreation.Seward Teen & Youth Center.SunnyCove.TanainaElementary.TrailsideElementary.TravelOub.Tsunami Swim Oub.USAWrestling.WestHigh School.WINS.Youth Outreach Group

,



Your BestCommunity
Investment

The Kenai Peninsula Borough School DistriCt is .he large..\(.:"mployet in tht

borough, ~nd our payrol1 purs mort' t-han $5 uunion In gross monthl)' payro1l IntO
the loc~11('(onomy (';)ch month. Sevt'lHy..!('vtn p<rCt'l1tof out butlsu is spent on
salariesand fringe' btnefits for OUI more thoin I..WO C'rnplo}'c('s. ,

The ((iu(attou of the"OV/:f9,000 KJ'BSD 51l1dtHISis f\lndc-d by lht ftd('rctl

governmcnl, (he Slar~ or Alaska and loc~ll<1Xpa}'(r) At just 4 5 mills, the oor..
ough's mill levy is one or rhf )nwcs( in 11a(,Sliue In addilion. rht many visitors \vho
Aock [0 the Kf:nai r.\C11year atso help fund cduc.::ationthrough ules mx rcvtnues.

°Tht DiJtria hIlS historit4l/y usd its fimds to providt Wt btSt possibk tdu-

cation fir our stwlnzts as an inl'<Sl1nmt in thtir futum. and tht futuro of tht
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KeepingKidsat the Center
of Education

EqualOpportunities,
Individualized Attention &
Smaller ClassroomSizes:

The Heart of StudentSuccess
"We wanted to put the money back imo Ilie classroom. as close 10

the studems as "e could." expl ains Sean Dusek. Assistant Superin-
tendent of CllITiculunJ& Instruction. It was this philosophy at the
heart of the district's decision in 2006 regarding increased available
funding from the State of Alaska and the Kenai Peninsula Borough

As a result. a -'-pan plan was introduced. This is often referred to as
progranllnatk staffing..The first pan added staff and teachers to ensure smaller class sizes
dislrictwide. Pupil to teacher staffing ratios were redue'ed at Ihe ele-
mentary and small sdKK,lleveis.
.The sel'Ond part utilized funding to ensure that ,111sdKK,ls of simi-

lar size would hav.ethe same additional course oft'c,.ings for all stu.
dents. "We wanted to level the playing field and ensure that a student
at Seward, for example. will have the chance to take music. just like
the studenl at Nikiski ,hes." explains Dusek..The third. and final pIece. provided additional staff to address the
mdividual needs and learning styles of each student in the distriCt In
this pan, additional interventionists were added 10the staff. The inter-
ventionisls hdp to proaCtively identify and address learning delays at
the elernelltary level The illtervelltionisls work do:;ely wilh all SIU-
clents to prepare them fOItheir life after high :;dKJol

The district jusl c'Ompleted the sec'Ondyear of the plan Many of
the elementary schools have enthllsia~tically shared a multituue of
individual student a('Col11plishmentslhal were Ihe result of the work
of interventionists in the classmolll Students" ho :;tarted Ihe

school year far below grade level made tremendous strides III
aC'hievement Some studenls ended the year in the top quarlile of
their rlass' "We can'l always point to spedfic achievements like
our success \\ith illtenenlionists. hut resealch ha5sho\\n time and

time agalll that differentiated instruction facilliated through small
classrvvm si7.e~~nd increilsed ('vurse offerinf' that answer to each
student's indiv Idual needs. along with more individualized attention
from siaff. have po,ilive educational outcomes We are vtry
pleased with these initial results:' sant Dusek.

~~,

Looking Ahead
As we hegin Ihe n~\ school year, all of liSat KPBSDare,ext'itccl

tOllga;n hetp our swdents tak~ anoth~ st~p up the' a.adem;c ladder
I know that <;Iurdedicated swff and stakeholders" III dn all that
thfly can to ensure that this is the case
Wc \\' ill c\1Illinueto advance the useoftechnolo&\ tl1our schoob,
but will do so in a "a) that recognv.cs the shortcoming.~ of
OV",.-dcpelldettcenIl Ihis medium, Studies are show in!,!that readmg
skill~ are more readil)' gained through books and nOi computers
We will work h,u'd to indh idualize instru (1ion to meet the \ aned

learningsty Ics <If011Istl1dents;tnd"ill expand our dislarK"
delivered eou"e:; tor ('tit secondary studenls throughout the
district

Thc needto prl'patcour SIl1t!entgtor lifc after scho,,11San
tjo.goiugchalknge that ,cquires us to be mobileto cnsureIh,lI
"hile in schollithe) r~.:h I.'all that they nced,W succeed ol1cetII...'y
graduate Wi!h this in mmd, we will h,1ld al1employers gllmmil In
September 10 gain insight on what tile ousmcss world expc...1sof It,
ctnplojcCS The (1IIc,da) event wHl hetp u>to determine wh~her
what WI!arc domg to prepare OUrstudel1(s is adequate Anoth......
gem .,1'lounediil!eiliterestu>the dislrict is tlw upcolnmg \Ole In
().1nner on th< boroughs bond referendum trult if passed. \'>ill
provide IirflC'lingtor school roof reptacemen'

Plca;;cmake a point o!'spcndlng Inn" m our schools, 3I)d v\hen
you cal).e.)couragcour sludents to emhracctheir ,tudic'. Weall
vIewtlllrstudents ~~th"bestin Ala..;ka. Let'., \\OrK ItJl!ahe~ to

ensure that lills 1St'u.e fllI\ e a grcat vear

~.~~



District Statistics
Mission:
The mission of the Kenai Peninsula Borough School Disrrict, in partnership with its richly diverse communi-

tic's, is to develop creative, productive learners who demonstrate the skills, knowledge and attitUdes to meet life's

challenges, by providing stimulating, inregratedlearning opportunities in a safe, supportive environment.

Enrollment:
Preschool.
K-6
"'-8 .'

9-12 . .. . . .

Total Projected Enrollmt'111tor lOW10II Sd100i Year

Average Years Experience
with KPBSD:·Teachers: 9 Years

·Support Staff: 10 Years

Number of Schools/Square Mileage Area:
The school district has a IOtalof 44 schools and coversa land

area roughly rhe sizeof West Virginia (2<;,600square miles).

Student Statistics [ethnicity and race]:
White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .78.20/0
Blackor AfricanAmerican .0.8%
Hispanicor Latino. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3%
Asian .1.20/0
AmericanIndian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1.3%
AlaskaNative .11.6%
Native Hawaiianor PacificIslander .3.3%
Twoor more races .0.5%

.9)

4,M.3
1,402
'),0'>0'
9,180

Staffing Ratios:
Type of School Pupil/Teacher Ratio
Elemenrary Schools with over 200 enrolled studenrs: Kindergarren ... 1:20
Elemenrary Schools with over "00 enrolled students: Grades 1 '} . . 1.22
Elementary Schools with over 200 enrolled srudenrs:Grades 46 1:24
High School & Middle School ... . . . . . . . ,1.24
Small Schools with less than 200 enrolled students . ..'. .. 1.1'"

Homeless:
A5 of May 19,2010,275 students
were identified homeless students
in the district. This number re-
flected a 37% increase from 2009.

--- ~ . ... '4..~......

Free & Reduced
Lunch:
A (Utal of 3,346 K~BSD stU-

dents, or 40% of the srudent

body enrollment, qualified
for free or reduced meal

prices during the 2009-2010
school year. Across the state

roughly 40% of stUdentS en-
rolled in Alaska schools rhat

sponsor school meal pro-

grams quality for free or re-
duced priced meals.

Transportation Data:
Each school day 2,749 students are
transported a total 6,968 miles on .

school buses throughout the district. 'i

Teaching Excellence:
54.35% ofKPBSD teachers have an advanced

degree 82.8% of KPBSD teachers are Highly
Qualified in the subject in which they teach.

-. - - ---
148 N. BinkleySt., Soldotna, AK 99669 · 907-714-8888 · www.kpbsd.k12.ak.us




