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NEWS RELEASE 

KPBSD team from Nikiski wins top state recognition 
 
Soldotna, February 19, 2016—A team of six KPBSD employees make a difference 
every day at Nikiski Middle-High School for their students with disabilities. 
Recognizing excellence, the Governor’s Council on Disabilities and Special Education 
awarded the 2016 Inclusive Practices Award to Megan Fowler, and her team of Zach 
Nerison, Jen O’Brien, Kristin Peek, Kally Seater, Angela Smith, and Kristina 
Stadelman. 
 
“The culture of Nikiski Middle-High School is to include all students in our academics and activities no 
matter their skills, abilities, or talents,” said Dan Carstens, principal. “Megan Fowler and her team 
embody this culture and continue to serve as examples for inclusive practices to their peers.” 
  
“We are so proud of the team at Nikiski Middle-High School for winning this award,” said Clayton 
Holland, director of pupil services. “This team has been relentless in their pursuit of providing the best 
possible education for their students. This award is an honor for this team, for the Nikiski staff, and for 
all the special education teachers and support staff in the KPBSD that provide countless hours and work 
toward educating students with disabilities.” 
 
“I am very proud of our special education staff and extremely excited that we continue to have school 
teams recognized through the Statewide Inclusive practices program,” said Sean Dusek, superintendent. 
“The team from Nikiski exemplifies what happens across our district and this team of Bulldogs really 
deserve this recognition for all of their hard work with our students.” 
 
The 2016 Inclusive Practices Award recognizes outstanding educators who work to ensure students with 
disabilities have the opportunity for an inclusive education in the general education curriculum. The 
nominations are based on the following activities that assure a positive learning environment for all: 

 Involving parents as equal partners in their child’s education 

 Encouraging student’s self-determination 

 Emphasizing inclusive practices amongst peers and others 

 Providing leadership in sharing the values of inclusion 

 Designing support services that enable access to the regular curriculum 

 Modifying programs or curricula as needed 
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This year’s award was presented February 9, 2016, at a luncheon at the Hilton Hotel in Anchorage. The 

Statewide Special Education Conference (ASSEC) was attended by more than 200 special education 

educators, administrators, parents and advocates from all over the state. 
 

 
 

Nikiski Middle-High Team: L-R Front: Kally Seater, Megan Fowler 
Back: Kristina Stadelman, Angela Smith, Zach Nerison, Jen O’Brien, Kristin Peek 

 
Links 

 KPBSD Pupil Services 

 Governor’s Council on Disabilities and Special Education 

 Facebook: Alaska Governor’s Council on Disabilities and Special Education 
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http://www.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/departments.aspx?id=42
http://dhss.alaska.gov/gcdse/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/GCDSE/

