
KPBSD: ONE DISTRICT, FORTY-FOUR DIVERSE SCHOOLS 
The mission of the Kenai Peninsula Borough School District is to develop productive, responsible citizens  

who are prepared to be successful in a dynamic world. 
ANCHOR POINT COOPER LANDING HOMER HOPE KACHEMAK SELO KENAI MOOSE PASS NANWALEK NIKISKI NIKOLAEVSK NINILCHIK PORT GRAHAM 

RAZDOLNA SELDOVIA SEWARD SOLDOTNA STERLING TUSTUMENA TYONEK VOZNESENKA 

FOR RELEASE APRIL 18, 2016  1 OF 2
  

 

PEGGE ERKENEFF 
Communications Liaison 
907.714.8888 
Fax 907.262.6867 
148 N. Binkley Street  
Soldotna, Alaska, 99669 

e: Pegge@KPBSD.org  
Facebook: KPBSD 
Twitter: @KPBSD   
www.kpbsd.k12.ak.us  

KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

NEWS RELEASE 

Twelve students present their innovative ideas in live 
competition, for 25K in cash awards 

 
Soldotna, April 18, 2016—How can we improve our environment or prepare for a 
natural disaster? Three hundred KPBSD students entered the annual Caring for the 
Kenai (CFK) competition and put their forth their best innovative ideas. The top 
twelve students take to the live stage Thursday, April 21, 2016, 6:00 p.m., in the 
Kenai Central High School Little Theater before a panel of community judges, and the 
opportunity to win cash prizes, and ultimately implement their idea. The public is 
invited. 
 
Now in its twenty-sixth year, the CFK community partnership offers cash awards to the best twelve 
proposals addressing the prompt, “What can I do, invent, or create to better care for the environment 
on the Kenai Peninsula, or to improve the area’s preparedness for a natural disaster?” More than 300 
students from KPBSD schools including Homer High School, Kenai Central High School, Nikiski Middle-
High School, Ninilchik School, Soldotna High School, Soldotna Prep, Seward High School, Voznesenka 
School, and Connections Homeschool submitted their entries online through the CFK website. “From 
simple but practical ideas to the use of hi-tech innovations this year’s proposals will challenge us all to 
do more for our environment and natural disaster preparedness. The oral presentations is an event not 
to be missed and is a tribute to our school district,” said program creator Merrill Sikorski.  
 
“Caring for the Kenai is a great program that supports our efforts to have students apply their 
classroom learning in problem solving activities,” said Sean Dusek, superintendent. “This program is truly 
cross curricular and allows students to be creative and collaborate with their peers, teachers and the 
community. I appreciate the efforts of our teachers to integrate this program into their classes and am 
thankful that people like Merrill Sikorski have kept this opportunity alive for our students.” 
  
The finalists will compete for over $8,000 in cash prizes for themselves, plus $20,000 in cash awards 
for their high school classrooms. Tesoro Alaska is the signature sponsor of CFK, administered by the 
Challenger Learning Center of Alaska. CFK Community Partners contributing cash for classroom awards 
include ASRC Energy Services, Hilcorp, Kenai River Raven Lodge, Peninsula Community Health Services, 
and Peninsula Radiation Oncology Center. 
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This year’s panel of judges includes Kenai Peninsula Borough Mayor Mike Navarre, KPBSD 
Superintendent of Schools Sean Dusek, Tesoro Plant Manager Cameron Hunt, Jade Gamble ADEC Spill 
Response, Challenger Learning Center CEO Marnie Olcott and last year’s CFK winner Keira Stroh. The 
public is encouraged to attend the CFK oral presentations to experience personally the great ideas 
coming forward from our youth. All judging prior to the oral presentations is done anonymously with the 
student’s name and school not being revealed until after the final oral presentations. 
 
The competition will also be streamed live over the internet, and easily available by going to 
www.caringforthekenai.com and clicking on the home page banner. 
 
Contact: Merrill Sikorski, Coordinator, 907-262-4949 
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