Special Education Discipline:

E 5144.2

A Step by Step Guide to Suspension/Expulsion
Contact Pupil Services when an IEP/504 student is suspended for more than 10 school days
A student with an IEP or 504
plan engages in behavior that
warrants a suspension

CONSIDERATION #1:
Did the incident involve weapons,
drugs or severe bodily injury, i.e.
broken bones, stitches, etc.

The student may be moved to an interim alternate setting/placement
for no more than 45 school days regardless of the Manifestation
Determination results. HOWEVER, the school must:
1) Notify the parents of the decision to remove the student
2) Provide the parents with a copy of IEP/504 procedural safeguards/
rights on the date of the decision
3) Conduct a Manifestation Determination within 10 days of imposing
the suspension/expulsion
4) Continue to provide the IEP student FAPE (Free Appropriate Public
Education) during the suspension/expulsion

YES

NO

CONSIDERATION #2A:
Do any of the proposed days of
the suspension/expulsion result in
more than 10 CONSECUTIVE
days of suspension/expulsion?

CONSIDERATION 2B:
When added to the student’s prior days of suspension,
do any of the currently proposed days result in 11 or
more cumulative days suspended for the year?

NO

NO
YES
YES
CONSIDERATION #3:
Was the behavior a manifestation of the
student’s disability?
The IEP team must determine the answer to
this question. This requires an IEP/504
meeting during which a Manifestation
Determination is conducted. Using relevant
information in the student’s school records,
IEP/504, observations, and parent
information, the team must answer the
following questions:
1) Was the behavior caused by or did it
have any direct and substantial relationship
to the student’s identified disability?
2) Was the behavior caused by the school’s
failure to implement the IEP/504?

Do the days in the cumulative total constitute a
pattern? A pattern means the student is repeatedly
suspended for the same/similar behaviors or the
length/total/proximity of the suspensions are
similar.
YES

The same
discipline
procedures used
for all students
may be applied

NO

The same discipline procedures used for
all students may be applied. On the 11th
day and thereafter, all services needed to
insure FAPE for IEP students are required.

IF YES TO EITHER QUESTION
IF NO
TO BOTH
QUESTIONS

The behavior is not a manifestation of the student’s
disability and the following steps can be taken:
1) The student can be suspended or expelled but services
must be provided an IEP student to insure FAPE.
2) An alternate setting can be considered but, again
services must be provided to allow the student to continue
to make adequate progress in the general curriculum and,
for IEP students, to make progress toward IEP goals.
Consider an FBA to create or modify a Behavior
Intervention Plan.

The behavior is a manifestation of the student’s disability and the
following steps must be taken:
1) The student stays in the original placement/setting OR the IEP/
504 team decides that a change of placement should occur;
2) For IEP students, a Functional Behavioral Assessment (FBA)
must be conducted within 10 school days to create or modify a
Behavior Intervention Plan. For 504 students, the 504 team must
meet and consider revising the Accommodation Plan. Further
evaluation or an FBA might be needed.

